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Intent and aims  
At Meare Village Primary School, Religious Education (RE) plays a vital role in the 
development of children’s social, spiritual, moral and cultural awareness. Our R.E lessons 
provide opportunities to explore not only our own personal, religious and spiritual beliefs 
but those of others. We foster positive attitudes and values and encourage and guide the 
children to reflect and relate the learning in RE to their own experiences, to be self aware 
and tolerant of others. We believe that one of the principal aims of R.E is to engage children 
in an enquiry approach where they can develop an understanding and appreciation for the 
expression of beliefs, cultural practices and influence of religions on a local and global level. 
We use enquiry and exploration of wide ranging topics within RE to promote spiritual, 
moral, religious and cultural development. We aim to provide children with the knowledge, 
understanding and appreciation of Christianity as well as other principal religions and 
spiritual beliefs in the local, national and wider global community. Children will learn that 
those who do not hold religious beliefs have their own philosophical perspectives. We 
believe that respect and tolerance for all faiths and indeed those who do not follow a faith, 
must underpin all that we do in the RE curriculum.  

 

Curriculum  
As a school we follow the agreed syllabus for Religious Education within Somerset known as 
AMV; ‘Awareness, Mystery and Value’. We teach dedicated R.E lessons, following the AMV 
scheme and the progression of skills accordingly. In Key Stage 1 we cover Christianity and 
Judaism and in Key Stage 2 we cover Chritianity, Judaism, Hinduism and Islam. 

 

SMSC Opportunities / Cross Curricular Links 
Religious Education develops key life skills, including communication, observation and 
collaborative working. It promotes understanding and tolerance for other belief systems. 

 

Spiritual and Moral 
Religious Education offers the opportunity for exploration of other faiths and societal ideas 
about morality and spirituality. RE provides opportunities for spiritual and moral 
development. We support children in the exploration of the meaning and purpose of life. 
We help them to recognise the difference between right and wrong through the study of 
moral and ethical questions. We enhance their social development by helping them to build 
on their sense of identity in a multicultural society and as global citizens. Children are given 
opportunities to explore issues of religious faith and values and in turn develop their own 
knowledge and understanding of the cultural context of their own lives. 

Role of the Subject Leader  

The Religious Education subject leader leads the maintenance and development of the 
subject. They are responsible for assuring quality and standards in the subject by: 



•        Taking the lead in the development, evaluation and amendment of schemes of 
work as and when necessary. 

•        Identifying training needs of staff through monitoring and performance 
management review. 

•        Acting as a consultant to colleagues on resources, organising further learning 
opportunities, curriculum changes, classroom teaching ideas. 

•        Monitoring and evaluating pupils’ work, colleagues’ planning and classroom 
teaching through learning walks, book monitoring and pupil voice interviews. 

 

Planning and Assessment  
Each topic within the AMV curriculum is consolidated and built upon through a clear 
sequence and progression of skills and knowledge throughout the key stages.  

Our R.E syllabus is high quality, well thought out and is planned to demonstrate progression. 
We measure the impact of our curriculum through: 

 - assessing children’s understanding of topic linked vocabulary before and after the AMV 
unit is taught. 

 - reporting of standards met across the curriculum through assessment tools accessed 
through AMV. 

 - celebrating achievement and pupil’s books in staff meetings In addition, a celebration of 
learning for each term will be recognised in assemblies through certificates. 

 

Equal Opportunities  

All teaching and non-teaching staff at Meare Primary School are responsible for ensuring 
that every pupil, regardless of gender, race, culture, background and ability have the 
opportunity to experience education at an appropriate and challenging level. To ensure that 
pupils experience high standards of success, RE needs to be taught with regards to pupil’s 
abilities to ensure progress. We aim to identify and minimise barriers to learning and take 
account of gender, ability, disability, social, cultural, and linguistic background when 
planning lessons. Provision is made to enable all pupils to participate effectively in 
curriculum and assessment activities. A wide range of gender specific and cultural images 
that challenge stereotypes will be used. 

We teach RE to all pupils, whatever their ability, in accordance with the information set out 
in our school curriculum overviews, providing a broad and balanced curriculum to all. 
Teachers provide learning opportunities matched to the needs of children of all capabilities, 
setting and reviewing appropriate targets. 

 

The legal position of Religious Education:  



Our school curriculum for religious education meets the requirements of the 1988 
Education Reform Act (ERA). The ERA stipulates that religious education is compulsory for all 
children, including those in the reception class who are less than five years old. The ERA 
allows parents to withdraw their child from religious education classes if they so wish, 
although this should only be done once the parents have given written notice to the school 
governors. The ERA also allows teachers to refuse to teach religious education, but only 
after they have given due notice of their intention to the school governors. 


